124          Mandat suspended by the Sections.      [CHAP.

of the certainty of insurrection the king remained quiet till
past daybreak in the palace, and at six o'clock, at the instance
of Mandat, he went down to the gardens of the Tuileries and
addressed the national guards, who shouted " Vive le Roi!"
and seemed inclined to be faithful to him But the gunners
even of these faithful battalions cried instead " Vive la Nation !"
and there were indications of a violent dispute between them
and the infantry, which was only appeased by their being told
that the king and the nation were one.1 The queen and the
royal family began to recover some of their equanimity when
the night passed and no sign of the insurgents appeared. At
half-past six they became so confident in their safety that
when an order came from the municipality, signed by Potion,
requesting the immediate presence of Mandat, the king told
that officer to do his duty and to go down to the Hotel de Ville.
When he arrived there, he entered the hall of the council-
general, where he was ordered to say why he had placed the
guns on the Pont Neuf instead of allowing them to remain
with the different sections, and further, why lie had taken
such measures for the preservation of the peace. After various
other useless questions he was dismissed, but as he was going
quietly from the H&tel de Ville, he was seized by two com-
missioners of the sections and dragged into their midst. His
reception by this informal committee was very different. He
was asked why he had ordered up the whole of the Swiss
Guards, and was then told to sign an order immediately for
their removal to barracks, which he nobly refused to do. He
was asked how many troops there were in the Tuileries, and
alleging his duty as a soldier he refused to say. After similar
questions the informal committee suspended him from his
functions, and appointed Santerro provisional commander-in-
chief of the National Guard of Paris, and he left the H6tel de
Ville a disgraced man. As he came down the steps some one
in the crowd shouted, " A bas Mandat! Vive Santerre !" A

3 Durlor's MS Relation, Pfyffer d'Altishofen, in his Rfoit, says that
it was Durlor himself who appeased tins dispute with tins remark ; but
Darler attributes it to " fcitrs (/K'/.s "